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1. Name

{indicate preferred name)

historic Silver Spring Armory

and/or common Armory Place

2. Location

street & number 925 Wayne Avenue

—__not for publication

city, town Silver Spring ___ vicinity of congressional district 8
state MD county Montgomery
- - -

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

—— Mistrict- # public _{Sccupied —__ agriculture —  museum

—+” building(s) _—_ private —__ unoccupied —__ commercial — park

— structure — both —_work in progress — educational — private residence

—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —__religious

. Object —__in process —___yes: restricted __«Government —__ scientific
— being considered _b/yes: unrestricted — industrial ____transportation
_w/not applicable _  po ___ military ___other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

street & number 8787 Georgia Avenue

telephone no.:

city, town Silver Spring state and zip code MD 20901

S. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 4536

street & number 51 Monroe Street folio 412

city, town Rockville state MD

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title N/A

date —federal ___state ___ county ___local
| Jository for survey records

clty, town state -




7. Description Survey No. . 3574

Condition Check one Chyk one

_v_excelient . deteriorated ____ unaltered __~ originat site

— good o ruins _ Yaltered —__ moved date of move
—_ fair . unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Silver Spring Armory, built in 1927, is a renovated Gothic
Revival style brick building located in the heart of Silver Spring’s
central business district. The original core of the brick building
has a T-plan with a two-story castellated “head house” and a
one-story barrel vaulted perpendicular gymnasium or "drill hall.”

The building has a full basement and is sited on a triangular lot
bounded by Pershing Drive, Wayne Avenue and Fenton Street. The main
facade is oriented southwest toward a major intersection created by
the convergence of Pershing Drive, Wayne and Georgia Avenues. A brick
entry plaza with universal access ramps and a substantial rear Modern
style brick addition were completed in 1980.

The Armory’s "“head house,” oriented to the southwest, has an
imposing two-story brick facade with a central block and wings. The
central three bay block has been created by projecting twin crenel-
lated towers with corner buttresses flanking a recessed entrance bay.
On the ground level this central block features the main segmental
arched entry surmounted by a stone panel reading MARYLAND NATIONAL
GVARD. At the parapet level is a central square stone bas relief of
the seal of the State of Maryland. The subsidiary wings are two bays
in width and have corner buttresses and matching crenellated para-
pets.

All three parts of the main facade read as a single mass and are
unified by symmetrical ranks of casement windows (infilled with fixed
tinted panes in 1980), a continuous crenellated parapet, and uniform
limestone trim on the corner buttresses, the window sills, a dentil
band, and a water table string course. To enhance its symbolic asso-
ciation with a medieval fortress, the towers have a narrow elongated
window and central lozéenge-shaped limestone panels resembling shields
at the level of the buttress caps. Limestone stringcourses cross the
towers at the level of the crenellated parapet of the subsidiary
wings. The towers also have crenellated parapets with decorative cen-
tered square limestone panels and are finished with limestone caps.

The long sides of the building’s facade on the northwest and
southeast include the side elevations of the “head house” block and
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the Armory’s gymnasium. The ”head house” side elevations mirror the
overall design details of the principal facade repeating the continu-
ous crenellated parapet and limestone trimmed corner buttresses, win-
dow sills, dentil band, and water table string course. There were
symmetrical casement windows and smaller paired windows on the north
half of the side elevations of the main block. New windows with 1/1
tinted lights replace the original sash and a first floor window of
the southeast elevation has a brick infill. The side walls of the
gymnasium space are less ornate and are lighted by six pairs of elon-
gated casement windows (infilled with fixed tinted glass panes)
divided into bays by strip buttresses with limestone shoulder caps.
Each bay of the raised basement has a horizontal window surmounted by
a molded brick string course. The gymnasium walls are laid in com-
mon bond and have a decorative corbeled brick cornice. The roof has a
low barrel vault covered by composition shingles.

To the northeast is a large two story addition with a utilitari-
an modern design erected in 1980. This brick extension, which houses
an elevator, stairs and restroom facilities, dramatically modernizes
the northeast elevation. It matches the color and texture of the
older building, but its abstract sculptural character clearly
reflects that it is a modern addition. On the south east facade the
building has an entrance in a deep set back beneath a cantilevered
second story lobby space light by a strip of large tinted glass
panes. The plain brick wall surface curves into a large rounded cor-
ner and on the north east facade flattens into an expansive brick
frame for five massive, two story tinted window panes. The northwest
facade of the new addition facing Pershing Drive has the outline of a
simple brick box and incorporates a service entrance.
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8. Significance Survey No.
Period Areas of Significance——-Check and justify below

prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric __~" community planning ____ landscape architecture_____ religion
~— 1400-1499 __ archeology-historic — conservation — law — science

1500-1599 ___ agriculture . —_ economics — literature — sculpture
___1600~1699 ____ architecture — education —military — social/
— 1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering — music o humanitarian
- 1800-1899 ___ commerce —exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater
—+ 1900- —— communications — industry — politics/government _ transportation

— invention — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architéct
check: Applicable Criteria: «A ~B _ C _ D
and/or

Applicable Exception: ﬂ/,Zﬁ_A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __state _;_-/_'.focal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a ger\i\eral statement of history and
support.

Summary :

The Silver Spring Armory, completed in 1927, is historically
significant for its associations with the formation of the nation’s
modern military reserve created by the reorganization and expansion
of the National Guard system during the early decades of the twenti-
eth century. The Armory also derives local significance for its com-

™ memorative and symbolic association with the military service of the
Montgomery County men who contributed to the history of the Maryland
National Guard’s 29th Division as Company K, 1lst Maryland Infantry
during World War I and as Service Company, 115th Infantry during
World War II. The building also has strong historical associations
with the careers of the founding fathers of modern day Silver Spring
Frank L. Hewitt and E. Brooke Lee and generally played a key role in
the twentieth century economic and social development of Silver
Spring.

Military Historv

Prior to the enactment of the 1904 National Militia Act, common-
ly called the ”Dick Act” after its sponsor Ohio Congressman Charles
Dick, the National Guard was considered a constabulary force, a
defense against foreign invasion or a pool from which skilled volun-
teers might be drawn for the Regular Army. The Dick Act mandated that
the National Guard units would become interchangeable with the
Regular Army and required the Guard “to maintain authorized manpower
strengths, adhere to the Articles of War, train two days per month,
and undertake a summer encampment of at least five days in

e duration.”l
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Additionally, the Dick Act created federal responsibility for
supplying and paying the militia and established the National Guard
as a branch of the national armed forces with inspections by Regular
Army officers. The legislation also improved National Guard weaponry,
required regular drill and instituted periodic joint maneuvers with
the Army. The modern National Guard still functions under many of
this reform legislation’s provisions today. Further improvements came
after the enactment of the 1916 National Defense Act, which increased
troop strength and funding of the National Guard and mandated federal
standards for officers and instructors. This law also clarified the
~Guard’s role as a national military reserve in the event of overseas
service by permitting the President to draft all Guardsmen into fed-
eral military service for the duration of a conflict.?2

The Maryland National Guard traces its origins to the American
Revolution when militia men, known as the “Maryland 400, ” participat-
ed in the Battle of Long Island in 1776. Charging a vastly superior
British force with bayonets, the Marylanders helped save the
Continental Army from an early defeat in the New York campaign. The
formation of militia was a long held tradition in the American
Colonies that had followed English precedents of a citizen armed
force first established by King Henry II (1154-89) and his Assize of
Arms. The Congress of the newly formed United States established a
mandate for a national militia in 1792 when it enacted the Militia
Act requiring every free, white male between the age of 17 and 45 to
be a citizen-soldier. Maryland militia men defended Baltimore during
the War of 1812 and fought for the Union and Confederate causes dur-
ing the Civil War. However, most of Maryland’s militia units disband-
ed as state funding and support was sharply cutback in the 1870s. It
was not until the late nineteenth century that militia units gained
significant public support when violent confrontations between labor
and management erupted during the nationwide railroad strike of 1877.
General social unrest surrounding urbanization and immigration in
this period, particularly in the northeastern cities, also created a

. {(Continued)
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perceived need for a strong militia.sd

The first armory built for the National Guard in Silver Spring
was erected in 1914 after E. Brooke Lee and Frank L. Hewitt organized
Company K of the 1st Maryland Infantry. It was a military Gothic
Revival style building built facing Silver Spring’s Main Street, the
Brookeville and Washington Turnpike (now Georgia Avenue). After com-
pletion of the present Armory building in 1927, the old “Company K”
building, which is extant at the corner of Georgia and Silver Spring
Avenues, was extensively remodeled in the Colonial Revival style and
converted for use as a fire station.

Lee had joined F Company, First Maryland Infantry at Hyattsville
in 1912 and risen through the ranks to become a first lieutenant. Lee
would command Montgomery County’s newly organized Company K of the
Maryland National Guard headquartered in Silver Spring.4 Hewitt, a
major land developer and a prominent member and early president of
the Silver Spring Businessmen’s Association (forerunner of the
Chamber of Commerce), was second lieutenant and the company’s first
officer.>

Company K was stationed at Eagle Pass, Texas during the summer
months of 1916 running border patrols along the Rio Grande River
after Mexican Revolutionary Francisco “Pancho” Villa’s famous raid
into New Mexico. With the United States entry into World War I,
Company K was again mustered into federal service at Silver Spring in
June 1917 and encamped at U. S. Senator Blair Lee’s field west of
Georgia Avenue and north of Kalmia Road in the District of Columbia.
The National Guard unit comprising 150 men was sent to Camp
McClellan, near Anniston, Alabama in August 1917 for ten months of
training and emerged as Company K of the 115th Infantry, 29th
Division of the American Expeditionary Force.®

The 29th Division was made up of National Guard Units from
Maryland, Delaware, District of Columbia, New Jersey and Virginia and
was called the Blue and Gray division because the unit’s forebears
had fought in both the Union and Confederate Armies during the Civil

{(Continued)
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War. On their arrival at the front, the 29th Division served on the
border of Germany and Switzerland with the mission of controlling the
Belfort Gap. On September 22, 1918 they were ordered north to sup-
port the Meuse-Argonne Offensive and to capture a rail network vital
to the German war effort. Beginning on October 8, the Blue and Gray
Division began a steady advance on the German trenches along the east
bank of the Meuse. Twenty one days later the division had contributed
to a four and a half mile Allied advance and had captured the
Consenvoye Heights and the Borne de Cornouilles (Corned Willy Hill)
at a cost of 1,052 casualties with 131 dead. They had captured more
than 1,500 enemy troops. The Armistice was declared on November 11 as
the 29th Division was in reserve awaiting the next offensive. Silver
Spring’s Company K lost 41 men during the war, nearly one-third of
its strength.”’

During World War II the 29th Division was stationed in various
parts of Great Britain training for the planned invasion that would
liberate Europe. The 116th and the first battalion of the 115th of
the 29th Division was part of the D-Day invasion force that landed on
Omaha Beach in Normandy in 1944 and experienced the heaviest casual-
ties establishing the beachhead. The 116th were part of the first
assault wave and received massive casualties. The 115th landed just
before noon in the second wave and by nightfall had advanced up the
beach just south of the town of St. Laurent-sur-Mer. The main objec-
tive following D-Day was the capture of the critical crossroads town
of St. Lo that fell after fierce fighting to the 29th Division on
July 17-18 initiating the invasion force’s breakout from the beach-
heads.8

The 29th Division continued its pursuit of the German forces
through the hedgerow country of Normandy until mid-August. As the
Allied forces rapidly pushed eastward liberating much of France, the
29th along with two other divisions was given the mission of captur-
ing the port of Brest in Brittany. This task was accomplished after
three weeks of intense fighting on September 18. Later that month the
29th was moved by rail and truck to the Netherlands and thereafter

(Continued)
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began a steady assault on the western front of Germany’s fortifica-
tions just north of Aachen (a little further east on the Neuse River
from where Maryland’s World War I guardsmen had fought). After sever-
al more months of combat including a daring frontal assault across
the Roer River to capture the city of Julich, the 29th division
crossed the Rhine River on March 31, 1945 and on May 2 reached the
Elbe where elements of the 175th Infantry met the 6th Guards Calvary
Division of the Soviet Army.9

Five days later Germany surrendered, but the 29th did not arrive
back in the United States until January 17, 1946 after a tour of duty
occupying Bremen and Bremenhaven. The entire 115th received a
Presidential Distinguished Unit Citation for its actions on D-Day and
the 1lst Battalion received the Croix de Guerre with Silver Star for
its defense outside St. Lo repulsing the German counterattack near
Bois de Bretel, Normandy on July 11, 1944. Many other individual
awards were also received. The 29th Infantry Division was not called
up for the Korean War and was deactivated in a reorganization of the
National Guard in 1968. In 1974 the National Guard vacated the down-
town Silver Spring Armory and occupied the new George M. Gelston
Armory on East Randolph Road at White Oak, which is now the station
of the 3rd Brigade, 29th Infantry Division (Light).10

The Silver Spring Armo E. Brooke Lee and Frank IL.. Hewitt and the

Development of Silver Spring

E. Brooke Lee and Frank L. Hewitt were major figures in the mod-
ern development of Silver Spring. As business associates and friends
interested in the growth of the community, they were instrumental to
the organization or creation of the necessary administrative, finan-
cial and physical infrastructure that by 1930 provided the foundation
for the modern development of Silver Spring including a federal post
office, banks, road improvements, and electric, water and sewage ser-
vice, and fire protection. The Silver Spring Armory is closely asso-
ciated with their careers as both men greatly valued their military
service and held deep pride in the establishment and growth of

{Continued)
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Company K of the Maryland National Guard. No other structure associ-
ated with Lee or Hewitt’s career, including their residences,
offices, or commercial interests, during the interwar period remains
extant. Moreover, the Armory, located in Silver Spring due to their
influence and realized as part of their plans to develop the downtown
area, became an important landmark providing the rapidly growing com-
munity a public meeting, exhibition and recreational space.

Born at the Blair-Lee House in Washington, D. C. in 1892, E.
Brooke Lee, became a member of a famous Blair-Lee family dynasty that
included a signer of the Declaration of Independence, Maryland and
Virginia governors, diplomats, a postmaster general and members of
Congress. World War I hero, real estate magnate and county political
boss, E. Brooke Lee owned a great deal of land in the Silver Spring
area and developed a series of family estates into new suburbs such
as Northgate, Colonial Village, Sligo and Sligo Park Hills during the
interwar period. The “Colonel,” was a close associate of Governor
Albert C. Ritchie and worked as his legislative agent during his suc-
cessive terms between 1920 and 1935. Lee served as secretary of State
of Maryland in 1923 and 1924 and, soon after his election to the
House of Delegates in 1926, he became House Speaker for the legisla-
tive sessions of 1928, 1929, 1930, and 1931.11

Lee’s political influence in Annapolis made him a formidable
power in county politics and land development. He was a strong advo-
cate of planned suburban growth in the county facilitated by zoning.
Lee was also instrumental to the establishment of both the Washington
Sanitary Suburban Commission in 1916 and the Maryland National
Capital Park and Planning Commission in 1927. These agencies would
control the development of regional water, sewer and road systems
that were essential to the county’s urban growth. Lee remained a
force in Montgomery County civic affairs and politics for more than
four decades and helped shape the development of the region before
his death in 1984.12

A native of Montgomery County, Frank L. Hewitt was born at

(Continued)
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Brinklow near Ashton on November 25, 1878. His parents, Richard H.
Hewitt and Julia Dowling, were emigrants from England and Ireland
respectively who had met and married in New York. They eventually
settled in Montgomery County and Richard H. Hewitt worked as a tenant
farmer in the Ashton and Norbeck areas. Frank L. Hewitt was the
youngest of nine children and attended Montgomery County public
schools completing the sixth grade. He worked as a farm laborer until
about 1903 and saved enough money to open a grocery/general store on
Georgia Avenue (then the Brookeville and Washington Turnpike) in the
crossroads community that would develop into modern downtown Silver
Spring.13

Hewitt, an industrious and gifted businessman, immediately
invested profits from his store into the construction of two modern
houses on Georgia Avenue just south of Bonifant Street. Soon there-
after he had three brick Neoclassical houses built on Sligo Avenue
east of Fenton Street and managed to convince the Potomac Electric
Power Company it would be profitable to extend its service out to
Silver Spring. Hewitt became the town'’s postmaster in 1906 and led
the Silver Spring promotion that obtained a new federal post office.
A constant booster of the community and a recognized leader of the
Republican party in southeastern Montgomery County, Hewitt persuaded
prominent Congressman Frederick N. Zihlman, a Republican from
Allegheny County, and Republican Senator Ovington E. Weller to locate
residences in Silver Spring. Both men significantly influenced Silver
Spring’s early twentieth century development as proponents of the
extension of 16th Street from Walter Reed to the District line and
the conversion of Georgia Avenue to a major state highway.l1l4

As Hewitt expanded his business interests into real estate
development, he realized that the area needed capital to finance its
growth and in 1910 successfully organized and became the founding
partner and vice-president of the Silver Spring National Bank
(Suburban Trust Company). He also founded the Citizen Savings and
Loan Association (now Citizen Savings Bank FSB) in 1929. A prominent
member of the Volunteer Fire Department founded in 1915, and a char-

{Continued)
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ter member of the Silver Spring Businessman’s Association (antecedent
of the Silver Spring Chamber of Commerce), Hewitt, according to E.
Brooke Lee, was the “town’s principal organizer of activities of
every kind.”15

Hewitt was extremely nearsighted and had no military experience
when he joined Company K in 1914. However, Lee highly respected
Hewitt’s business and managerial abilities and set him to work orga-
nizing and operating the company canteen during its summer encamp-
ments. During the summer of 1916, the 1lst Maryland canteen at Eagle
Pass, Texas was considered outstanding in both quality and efficien-
cy. With the outbreak of World War I, Major General Milton A.
Reckford promoted Hewitt to captain and assigned him as commanding
officer of the Canteen of the 115th Infantry training at Anniston,
Alabama. Hewitt’s canteen not only provided outstanding food service
and sold goods at reasonable prices, but it also provided regular
entertainment programs considered the best in the 29th Infantry.l6

During the World War I, Hewitt became the Captain of the Supply
Company of the 115th Infantry administering fifteen company kitchens
as well as exchanges at positions far closer to the front than was
usual. His work as the Regiment’s Exchange Officer became legend to
the men on the front who could purchase ”"anything from a vanity box
and a lipstick to a postage stamp and a book on etiquette.”l7 Lee
later recalled, “Captain Hewitt not only was respected by his fellow
and superior officers, he was adored by the men of the 115th
Infantry.” Hewitt continued his service in the National Guard until
1927 when the new building opened and Company K’s successor known as
“Service Company” was well established. Hewitt died in 1944 and when
the Armory building was renovated and reopened in 1980, a plagque was
installed there in his honor.18

The dedication of the Silver Spring Armory in 1927 was a key
event in the town’s development. Designed by state architect Robert
L. Harris, the high style masonry building was an imposing new land-
mark in a burgeoning townscape dominated by residential and low-rise

(Continued)
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commercial buildings. After World War I Silver Spring began its boom.
In 1916 Silver Spring was a typical country town built around a train
station just eight miles from downtown Washington. It comprised a
residential and commercial area of twenty seven houses on Sligo,
Silver Spring, Thayer, Georgia and Colesville streets including a
bakery, hardware and farm implement store, a garage, a flour, feed
and grain store, a post office, bank, and the first armory clustered
along its Georgia Avenue Main Street.l19

By 1927 the town was poised for exponential commercial growth as
the population of Silver Spring boomed from 4,500 in 1910 to 29,000
by 1930. New automobile suburbs, primarily built for commuters
employed by the federal government, like the Blair Development
Company ‘s Woodside Park and E. Brooke Lee’s North Washington Real
Estate Company’s developments such as South Woodside Park, Sligo Park
Hills, Highland View and North Hills all initiated between 1921 and
1927 began to engulf what had been a country crossroads. The Silver
Spring Armory opened during the height of this rapid suburban devel-
opment and was considered a pivotal building in the town'’s planned
commercial development. Hewitt, who negotiated the sale of the land
on which the Armory was built, was a board member of the Investor'’s
Securities Corporation of Washington, D.C. which had interests in
"about eight million feet of land just north of the District line in
Silver Spring, Maryland, which is being rapidly developed into busi-
ness and residence lots. . . .#20

It was noted in the introduction to the corporation’s portfolio
produced for potential investors that the state had paid “20 cents
per foot” for the lot (30,000 square feet at $6,000) and it was esti-
mated that the corporation’s property when sold would net, after
development deductions, more than a million dollars.2l The construc-
tion of the Armory represented a significant benchmark for downtown
development and an inducement to potential investors. Both Hewitt
and Lee, major players in the Silver Spring real estate market, pro-
moted the importance of the new building as a symbol of economic
progress and a major community asset.

(Continued)
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The dedication of the new Silver Spring Armory building in
August 1927 was a gala social event in the community. Festivities
began at noon on August 20 with a march along Georgia Avenue to the
Armory led by volunteer fire-fighting outfits from Montgomery, Prince
George’s and Frederick counties. The firemen were followed by a
parade of 75 floats entered by civic, patriotic, fraternal and busi-
ness organizations. At the Armory there were carnival events includ-
ing “sheik contests” judged by Silver Spring women to select the man
most resembling movie idol Rudolph Valentino. That evening beginning
at 7 o’clock Governor Albert C. Ritchie, Representative Frederick N.
Zihlman and E. Brooke Lee delivered addresses dedicating the building
that were broadcast on WRC radio. Lee boosted the development of
Silver Spring and spoke about the bright future of what he called
“Maryland North of Washington.” All of the festivities that day were
capped by a military ball, the first of many formal dances to be held
at the Armory.22

The Armory became a significant social and recreational center
for Silver Spring in the 1930s and 1940s. Formal dinners and politi-
cal fundraisers were held there. Churches and women’s groups spon-
sored plays and meetings. Exhibitions and shows were held and the
National Guard opened the large drill hall for roller skating on
weekend evenings, which became a popular entertainment for the town'’s
youth in the 1930s.23 As downtown Silver Spring developed into a
more urbanized regional retail and business center in the 1950s and
1960s, the Armory’s once pivotal role in the town’s development and
community life was diminished. With the closing of the structure in
the early 1970s, the Maryland National Park and Planning Commission
acquired the property and in July 1977 commissioned architect
Benjamin P. Elliott to renovate the building for public activities.
The building, reopened in 1980 as Armory Place, remains an integral
part of Silver Spring and a poignant reminder of the contributions of
local National Guardsmen to the nation’s military history, the opti-
mism and drive of community leaders E. Brooke Lee and Frank L.
Hewitt, and the nature of local urban development during the interwar
period.
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mation about his father from E. Brooke Lee in 1980. Lee dictated his
remarks and they were recorded and typed by his secretary.

19 Steven Lubar, “Trolley Lines, Land Speculation and Community
Building: The Early History of Woodside Park, Silver Spring,
Maryland.” Maryland Historical Magazine. 81 (Winter 1986), 321.

20 Investor’s Securities Corporation of Washington, D. C.
Portfolio, In the Possession of John P. (Jack) Hewitt, Hewitt Real
Estate Offices, Silver Spring, Maryland.

21 Ibid.
22 Evening Star (Washington), August 20, 1927.
23 Interview with Nellie Hewitt Stinchcomb, August 16, 1994.
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Preservation Planning Data:
a) Geographic Organization: Piedmont

b) Chronological/Development Periods: Industrial/Urban Dominance -
A.D. 1870-1930.

c) Historic Period Themes: Military, Community Development, Social

d) Resource Type: Armory
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10. Geographical Data
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11. Form Prepared By

name/title William Bushong

organization M-NCPPC date August 31, 1994
street & number 8787 Georgia Avenue telephone (301)495-4570
city or town Silver Spring state MD 20910

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights,
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PERIOD . AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

1927

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The amory was built in 1927, replacing the old amory which now houses
the Silver Spring Fire Company. The older amory, constructed in 1915,
was severely altered to accanodate its new use as a fire house; the
entire original castellated front —— earmark of early 20th century
armory architecture — was torn off and replaced by the present gable-~
forward facade. The new ammory continued the medieval architectural
affinities but on a grander scale. The National Guard Armory's
association with Captain Frank Hewitt, Sr., and Colonel E. Brooke lee,
two of the founding fathers of modern Silver Spring, gives the building
an added historical dimension. The building has been recently renovated
by the M-NCPPC, under the supervision of architect Benjamin Elliott,
and sympathetically adapted to use as a community center.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

July 5, 1985

See correspondence dated

ACTION TAKEN

Final Draft Amendment...to designate the following sites on
the Master Plan thereby extending to them the protection
of the Historic Preservation Ordinance:

M: 36/5..ccceenen Silver Spring/Acorn Urban Park and East West Highway
M: 36/6..¢c:....Jesup Blair House/Local Park
M: 36/11........014 Silver Spring Post Office

36/14. J. .. ... Armory Place

APPENDIX

SITES NOT RECOMMENDED FOR REGULATION UNDER THE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE CHAPTER 24A OF THE
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CODE

The following sites have been reviewed and found not suitable for regulation un
‘Itll;xcelz }‘{IS‘;OI'}I-I(.? Pre.serv.atxon, Ordinance. Those sites also listed on The Locatignal Atlas ::él-
e>lc of Historic Sites in Mpntgomery County, Maryland will no longer be subject to
1r_;z.gu ation under tl.'ne Mora.tonum on Alteration and Demolition, Section 24A-10 of the
listoric Preservation Ordinance. Although removed from the Locational Atlas, these
sites will remain on the Maryland Historical Trust's State Inventory. ’

Site Name Location
36/16 Little Tavern . 8230 Georgia Avenue

36/17 | Old Masonic Temple 8435-39 Georgia Avenue




Resolution No. 10-1706
Introduced: January 28,1986

Adopted: January 28, 1986

: COUNTY COUNCIL FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 3 6'1 /L/
o SITTING AS THE DISTRICT COUNCIL FOR THAT PORTION M :
- OF -THE MARYLAND-WASHINGTON REGIONAL DISTRICT
WITHIN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

By: District Council

Subject‘ Amendment to the Approved and Adopted Master Plan for Historie

Preservation in Montgomery County, Maryland re: Silver Spring CBD Individual
Historic Sites : -

Background

1. On July 12, 1985, the Montgomery County Planning Board transmitted to the
Montgomery County Council a Final Draft Amendment to the Historic Preservation Master
Plan to designate the following as individual historic sites in the Silver Spring CBD:

S | . _ S . . Associated
Site Name . . Location ) ] Acreage .
#36/5 ‘The Silver Spring/Acorn . Blair Mill Road 0.1 acre
: Urban Park and East West . : -

Highway

#36/6 Jesup Blair House/Local 900 Jesup Blair Drive 14.46 acres .
Park : C

#36/11 0ld Silver Spring Post 8412 Georgia Avenue 16,714 sq. ft.
Office : ' : '

( - #36/14 Armo;;_;lEEE> - 925.Wayne_Awenue l.6Iacres

2. The Final Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation concerning

‘Silver. Spring C3D individual historic sites also recommends the following gites as
not suitable for regulation under  the Historic Preservation Ordinance and to be

removed from the Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in Montgomerv Countv,

Marvland:
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M. 36é-14

with cupola, wooden quoin blocks, a molded
architrave and pilasters framing the front
entrance. '

Originally known as "The Moorings," the house was
constructed as a summer residence for the presti-
gious Blair family, influential settlers and
developers of the Silver Spring area. -

#36/11 0ld Silver Spring 8412 Georgia Ave. 16,714 sq.ft.
: Post Office . )

Constructed in 1936-37 this building is one of
three distinctive federal post offices built in
the County during the Depression under the aegis
of the Work Progress Administration (WPA) .

This amendment recognizes that the Zzoning on the
property permits an intensification of development
for the site. If redeveloped, the intention of
designation is to seek the preservation and
integration of the labor intensive architectural
features incorporated in the Georgia Avenue facade
which are reflective of the role of the WPA in
stimulating employment in the construction trades.

” Armory Place 925 Wayne Avenue 1.6 acres

Representative example of early 20th centufy _
Armory architecture featuring distinctive medieval
architectural affinities. ‘

Associated with Captain Frank Hewitt, Sr. and
Colonel E. Brooke Lee, two of the founding fathers
of modern Silver Spring.
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